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Objectives:- Arab universities face many problems. These problems have 

negatively affected the quality of education and its output. Despite the positive 

contribution of thee institutions in the development process in the Arab World, 

this contribution is below that expectations and aspirations of Arab societies. In 

fact, the most important functions of universities are teaching, research and 

social service. However, most Arab universities mainly focus on teaching to the 

extent that university instructors spend most of their time in teaching and 

relevant activities. Hence, most of them do not have sufficient time for reading 

and scientific research in order to produce new knowledge, and motivate 

students for being creative. As a contribution in motivating student's creativity 

in Arab universities, this study focuses more on diagnosing creativity barriers 

among the students. Observations, however, show little concern about elevating 

these barriers and developing creativity in most Arab universities. For data 

collection, Martin's creativity barriers' scale was used. The total sample is 

consisted of 2060 students drown from universities in the following countries :- 

Algeria, Egypt, Sudan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Kuwait and Syria. Results 

show the most important creativity barriers among students in sequence are:- 

barriers related to task achievement, barriers related to concept of self 

confidence, barriers related to used systematic analysis, barriers related to 

abstract, barriers related to conformity and lastly barriers related to physical 

environment. These results may contradict the general view that contributes 

creativity barriers to external factors. It is also found that significant differences 



 

  

exist among Arab students on the total score of creativity barriers. One may 

assume that the existence of creativity barriers related to task achievement and 

self confidence among Arab students may attributed to the general environment, 

that is at least partially dominated by severity and authoritarianism especially in 

family and school environments. Furthermore, some institutions use sarcasm 

and mockery against students, which weakens their motivation and creativity, 

especially if we know that there I appositive relationship between self 

confidence and achievement.  
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